
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 12/13/2021 
REGULAR MEETING 
NOVEMBER 8, 2021 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ordiway, Williams, Hibbard, Brown, Lasher, Starn and Perrien. 
ABSENT:  None. 
EX OFFICIOS:  Al Goodrich - Chief of Police, Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier-Treasurer 
and Josefina Medina-Clerk 
VISITORS: Mr. Ron Gwizdala. 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the floor for the interview process for the Police Chief position.  Questions were 
asked by the Council to the applicant and no action was taken.  Mayor Lasher thanked the applicant for 
coming in for the interview and that he will get back with him once the Council reaches a decision. 
 
Mayor Lasher then returned to the regular meeting.   
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Hibbard to approve the agenda as printed. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Perrien, second by Brown to accept the minutes of October 12, 2021, 
as printed. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Brown, second by Perrien to accept the check register for the 
period of October 13th, thru November 9th as presented. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported that on the proposed budget cover sheet that the Covid relief fund 
information is not on it so on the new cover sheet you can see that it was added at the bottom.  We also 
forgot to put the water grant on that in the water budget section.  She will get in touch with Mr. 
Kirinovic to see how we should do that.  She will make sure that it is on by the December meeting for 
budget approval. 
 
Kusnier requested permission to be able to order eight tables for the activity room.  The cost for the 
tables would be $621.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Brown, second by Williams to 
authorize the purchase of eight tables for the activity room as requested. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that Halloween went very well and that they had no complaints 
reported.  Officer Lindstrom has been off due to Covid and will be back to work on Tuesday the 9th.  
Chief attended all required meetings.  The event Fill a Cop Car is scheduled for December 11th from 
10:00 to 2 pm.  The event shop with a Cop has been canceled due to Covid.  The new officer will be 
sworn in on November 10th.   Sgt. Rick Hogle will be returning to our department as a patrolman part 
time.  He will be working a couple of days a month.  Our department will be getting the training on the 
new radios on December 13th.  It is being sponsored by the Clinton County Sheriff’s department.   
 



Mr. Brown stated that the Ovid-Middlebury Fire Department will be hosting a training day on December 
12th.  So, if we have officers that can’t make the training date at the county, they are welcome to attend 
our training at our location on December 12th.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson reported that they are working the sewer bids.   The Park & Cemetery have been 
winterized.  They are Working on looking for a new lamp post.  We are working on leaf pickup, and we 
had to redo the Bio Cell report for the State because they changed the format of the report.  We’re done 
with #1 discharge.  We are working with Constine’s Maple leaf on their water main so that they can 
work on putting in a beach area for their residents.    Also, we are working on the Water Grant.  
Discussion was held on what is going to go on with the water grant.  Mr. Simpson reported that we 
opened 4 bids today and Mr. Bartow will bring the recommendation as to who we should go with for the 
work later.  The work on the sidewalks started today.   
 
A motion was made by Williams, second by Ordiway to accept the Treasurer’s, Police and DPW reports 
as presented. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1.  Discussion was held on possibly amending ordinance #105 which talks about the hiring of the 
Police staff.  No action was taken. 
 

2. Mayor Lasher stated that the water grant information needs to be added to the proposed 2022  
Budget.  The budget is a balanced budget.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Brown, second 
by Williams to accept the proposed 2022 budget for public review. 
MOTION CARRIED 

3. Mayor Lasher presented to the council a report from the adjuster on the damaged buildings due  
to the hailstorm.  He asked if there are questions.   
 
Mr. Brown expressed concern on the completion date because due to the difficulties that contractors 
are having in getting materials that might not work.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by 
Brown, second by Perrien to put the RFP out for bids and that we change the date for receiving the bids 
for December 6th and have a flexible date of completion by August 1, 2021. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked that Mr. Ordiway & Rich get a list of contractors to the Clerk so that she can send 
out the RFP. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Mayor Lasher gave an update on the DWAM Grant.  He reported that we opened the bids this  
afternoon and there were four (4) bids opened.   A recommendation will be brought to the council on a 
later date. 
 
FINANCE:  Mayor Lasher explained that in the new health insurance for the employees it will include 
dental & optical.  We don’t have it on their current plan, so we are providing the employees with 
addition insurance for the dental & optical.  Those that participate with the City’s health Insurance will 
not receive the $1,000 stipend that they currently get now.  For those that don’t participate with the 
insurance plan will receive the stipend of $1,000 annually to be paid for dental, optical & hearing.  In 
researching the cost, the new plan with the dental & optical it will be about the same amount but with it 
being better for the employees financially.   Now, the plan does not cover hearing aids and we have one 



employee that this would affect.  Discussion was held.  The Council asked that Mrs. Kusnier inquire with 
MMI to see if there is a plan for hearing for us to review. 
 
PARK & RECREATION:  Ms. Perrien reported that she has a volunteer that is very artistic and interested 
in redoing the sign at Gumaer Park.  Ms. Perrien asked if the council wanted the sign to be repainted as 
it currently is, or if the artist can redesign it.  It is the consensus of the Council to allow the volunteer to 
bring in drawings to the Council of what she is thinking of doing for the Council to pick. 
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard stated that the committee will meet next week, and they did get the 
match grant of $4,000 from Modern Woodmen.  The check was cut to the city.  The city will process a 
check to Carriage Days. 
 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway reported that the fence has been removed and it looks good.  He also, 
reported that Mr. Schrader has offered to help with funds to put in some type of small trees along the 
old fence line if the city chooses to do something like that in the future. 
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they conducted regular business and had discussions on millage. 
 
P& REC. BOARD:  Mayor Lasher reported that the Board was created back in 2002.  The board was to 
oversee the funds that were contributed by all three entities, Middlebury & Ovid Township and the City 
to youth recreation groups.  The only one that has been contributing funds is the City in the past few 
years.  Mayor Lahser request that the Park & Rec. Committee look into possibly disbanding the Board 
and look into where in the budget for Park & Rec. we could put the remaining funds and how to use it.  
The amount left in the account is just over $10,000.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that they didn’t have a quorum but did speak with a 
vendor pertaining to the website.  Mr. Starn also, reported that we had received about 25% of the 
surveys back and He will review them and get a report to the Commission as well as the Council.   
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they met last month and that they held a retirement party for Sherry 
Huyck.  They are still looking for a new head librarian. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they got the grant, and it will be used to purchase some cots.  They are 
also starting discussions on budget.   
 
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION:  Discussion was held on the interviewee.   
 
A motion was made by Perrien, second by Brown to extend the meeting an additional 15 min. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mayor Lasher updated the Council that he has a meeting scheduled with Mr. Dunchock pertaining to the 
condition of the property located at 105 S. Main Street.  He will report the outcome to the Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Perrien, second by Starn to close the meeting at 9:06 pm. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
Meeting closed 
Josefina Medina,  
Clerk City of Ovid   


